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yier was placed on board a pilot boat, still under escort, who carried him on board his ship,* and saw him fairly under weigh and standing out to sea. During these proceedings, the ships in the harbor displayed their colors, and the flag was hoisted at the Liberty Pole under a royal salute of artillery.
For some days the people were anxious to discover what had become of Capt. Chambers, and a vigilant search was made for him: but it was satisfactorily ascertained, that he had taken passage to England with Captain Lockyier; and their solicitude declined.
It is traditional in the family of Mr. Lamb, that in these proceedings, and in those of an earlier date, of similar character, he bore a conspicuous part: and as he was not a man to give counsel to others, that he was not himself prepared to act upon; there can be but little doubt, that he was foremost in the execution of this act of political expediency, and summary justice. An etching on copper, describing the event, done by him and published at the time, is alluded to in a letter of the Committee of Philadelphia: a copy of which was long preserved in the family, but it can not now be found.
The Bostonians had, on the 13th May, in town meeting, passed resolves of non-importation from the Mother Country: and to render this measure more efficient, to discontinue trade to the West India Colonies of every nation. This took place on the day of the arrival of Governor Gage; and was announced to the Spartan Band in New York, by the following letter from a talented and active member of the Committee of Boston:
BOSTON, May 13, 1774.
Dear Sir: At length, the perfect crisis of American politics seems arrived; and a very few months must decide, whether we and our posterity shall be slaves or freemen. Calamitous as it seems, I do not regret that my lot is cast in this barrier of the suffering States. Our great man is this
* Gaines's paper.